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Russian Legation in the meanwhile had endeavoured
to " make good " by removing itself and the Russian
forces to Tientsin, but as nobody followed this
transparent move, and as the other Powrers were evi-
dently determined to negotiate at Peking, it quietly
returned in October.

Li, informed of the arrival of Prince Ch'ing at
Peking, obeyed the insistent orders of the Court
and left Shanghai for the north on September 14th,
Once again the treatment accorded to him by the
British and other authorities at Tientsin contrasted
strongly with the extravagant solicitude for his
welfare displayed by the Russians, and probably
stiffened the old man's determination to put his whole
trust in them and let the future take care of itself.
At least he could always count on Tzu Hsi's approval
and support, for the Russian Legation had already
proceeded to earn her gratitude by protecting a
number of her Boxer henchmen, and by promising
to keep the Chief Eunuch's name off the black list
of the Powers. The Russian Minister, moreover,
had moved heaven and earth to have Li accepted
as Negotiator Plenipotentiary by the Diplomatic
Body, and had succeeded, in spite of the sceptical
hesitation of the British, American, and Italian
representatives,

Li returned, therefore, to the north, and for the
last time took upon his aged shoulders the task of
making atonement for the purblind folly of his poli-
tical adversaries. Before leaving Shanghai he sent
in a Memorial to the Throne impeaching Prince Tuan
and his accomplices, and sigaed it not only with his
own name but with those of the Yangtsze Viceroys
Liu K'un-yi and Chang Chih-tung, taking their